UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A 52/ 472
15 Cctober 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 112 (c)

HUVAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS: HUMAN RI GHTS SI TUATI ONS AND REPORTS
OF SPECI AL RAPPORTEURS AND REPRESENTATI VES

Situation of human rights in the Islanic Republic of Iran

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to transmit to the nenmbers of the
Ceneral Assenbly the interimreport prepared by M. Maurice Danby Copithorne,
Speci al Representative of the Comm ssion on Human Rights on the situation of
human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran, in accordance with Assenbly
resol ution 51/107 of 12 Decenber 1996 and Economic and Soci al Council decision
1997/ 264 of 22 July 1997.

97- 27669 (E) 301097 /...



A 52/ 472
Engl i sh
Page 2

Annex

I NTERI M REPORT ON THE S| TUATI ON OF HUMAN RI GATS I N THE | SLAM C

REPUBLI C OF | RAN, PREPARED BY THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE OF

THE COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS | N ACCORDANCE W TH CGENERAL

ASSEMBLY RESCLUTI ON 51/107 AND ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L
DECI SI ON 1997/ 264

Sunmmar y

In his earlier reports to the General Assenbly and to the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts, the Special Representative has noted that his function was to
bring the status of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran into clear
focus, providing at the same tinme an indication of areas in which progress is
bei ng made and areas in which it is needed. As he has said before, the
Islamic Republic of Iran is a conplex and dynam c society and, bearing in m nd
t hat space constraints inpose a need to be selective, the Specia
Representative is faced with a consi derabl e chall enge.

Freedom of expression in the Islamc Republic of Iran has beconme the
subj ect of increasing criticismin recent years. At least until the recent
change in Governnment, the atnobsphere could reasonably be characterized as
repressive. On the other hand, in one of the many paradoxes of that society,
there continued to be a lively discourse on many subjects, including that of
freedom of expression itself. The Governnment has now decl ared substanti al
change in this area to be a major priority.

The status of wonmen in the Islamc Republic of Iran has been the subject
of wi de and generally critical debate including, increasingly, within the
country itself. Wiile there had been proposals for introducing further harsh
neasures, there have now been prom sing indicators of change, such as the
recent appointnment of a wonman as a Vice-President.

Wth regard to |l egal subjects, there remain a nunber of dark spots. The
use of the death penalty has continued to rise sharply, despite the generally
accepted conditions to be applied by those States that nmaintain the death
penalty. Convictions for apostasy continue to be rendered occasionally by
I rani an courts, despite the fact that no such crine is known in the Islamc
Crimnal Code. The sentence of stoning is provided for in the Code, and four
cases of its use have been reported in the [ast 18 nonths.

There has been no progress on the issue of the fatwa against the British
witer Sal man Rushdie. There is also no inprovenent to report on the
condition of the Baha'is in the Islamc Republic of Iran. Several outstanding
court cases outside the country involving the murder of Iranian dissidents
abroad have now resulted in convictions. |In one case, a connection to the
Iranian authorities was found to exist despite the denials of the Government.
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Presidential elections were held in May 1997. Only four candi dates were
approved to run in the election, but a lively canpaign ensued. It was
general ly considered that the voters had a choice, and that they opted for
change. This resulted in a broadly if not uniformy held view that change
woul d now occur and that significant inprovenent in the human rights situation
inthe Islamic Republic of Iran would follow. The new Government has made a
nunber of policy statements that reflect a clear intention that this should
happen.
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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. This interimreport is the second substantive report the Specia
Representative has submtted to the General Assenbly. During the interimthe
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran has gone through turbulent times, which have had an
i npact on the hunman rights situation in the country. There has been sone
progress and sone backsliding, but in npbst areas the pace of change for the
better has been inperceptible, or at |east so nobdest as to represent little
substantive inprovenent.

2. In the present report, the Special Representative has highlighted

devel opnents in a nunber of sectors that he considers worthy of note. Some
represent recent activity in sectors of |ong-standing concern. Qhers are being
brought forward for the first tine. There are certainly nmany areas in which
change is required in order to neet existing international norms and, the
Speci al Representative would argue, to respect the freedomand dignity of the

I rani an people. He has highlighted freedom of expression and certain | ega

subj ects, as well as several of the subjects he reports on regularly.

3. A major event in the Islamc Republic of Iran during the period under
review was the presidential election, which is reported on in greater detai

bel ow. Here, the Special Representative wants to draw attention to the
potential inplications of the election results for human rights in the Islamc
Republic of Iran. Turning first to the 4 August inauguration speech of
President Khatam, it is noteworthy froma human rights perspective that he
devot ed consi derable attention to opening up to the people the discourse about
gover nnment policy:

"The Governnent must pronmote the culture and capacity for
participation, evaluation, critique and reform It nust itself be the
nodel for tolerance and take the lead in enpowernent for the people."

4. The President also referred to the need to prevent any violation of the
integrity, dignity and constitutional rights and freedom of individuals.

5. I n subsequent statenents, particularly, those entitled "politica

devel opnent policies" of the executive branches, enphasis was again placed on
respecting human dignity and integrity; ensuring civil rights and freedom
defending public trials and the right to a | awer; fostering an independent nass
nedi a; and fostering the principles of pluralismand diversity. The major
mnistries issued "objectives, policies and progranmes" papers. Those of the
Mnistry of the Interior, the Mnistry of Culture and Islam c Guidance and the
Mnistry of Information (Intelligence) reiterated the spirit of the President's
statenents in greater detail as applicable to those mnistries. The Mnister of

Culture was quoted by a foreign journalist as saying, "I disagree with al nost
all the present practices in the Culture Mnistry. W have to provide an

at nosphere of creativity, tranquillity and freedom"

6. It is not the Special Representative's role to critique governnent policy

statenments. Nevertheless, in these particular circunstances, he believes it
important to highlight the declaration of the intentions of the new Governnent

/...
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in most if not all the areas captured in the concept of human rights. He wll
watch with great interest to see how those policy statenents are inplenmented
with particular reference to their positive inpact on the status of human rights
in the Islamc Republic of Iran.

7. Finally, the Special Representative wishes to refer to the question of
another visit to the Islamc Republic of Iran on his part. He has been in touch
with the Iranian authorities about such a visit for sone time. |In |ate August

he was inforned that, owing to the change of Governnment, there had not yet been
an opportunity to consider extending an invitation to him The Speci al
Representative is hopeful that he will be accorded full cooperation in that
regard

1. THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE' S ACTI VI TI ES AND SOURCES

8. On 9 April 1997 the Special Representative personally introduced his second
report to the Conmm ssion on Human Rights (E/ CN. 4/1997/63). He returned to
Geneva from20 to 22 May and from 25 to 29 August 1997 in order to conduct a
nunber of consultations, to participate in the fourth neeting of special
rapporteurs, special representatives, experts and chairmen of working groups of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights, which took place from21 to 23 May 1997, and to
draft the present interimreport to the General Assenbly. En route from Geneva,
the Special Representative made a stopover visit to London, a city with a nmjor
I rani an constituency, from23 to 25 May 1997. Wile in Geneva, the Speci al
Representative held consultations with representatives of the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, officials of the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Commi ssioner for Human Rights/Centre for Human Rights, officials of the Ofice
of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees and representatives of
several non-governnental organizations. He also received representations from
i nterested persons concerning all eged hunman rights violations in the Islanmc
Republic of Iran.

9. In seeking to fulfil his nandate, the Special Representative has | ooked to
many sources for information, including the Government of the Islamc Republic
of Iran, other Governnents, individuals, non-governnental organizations and the
Iranian and international media. |In Geneva, the Special Representative held
interviews with representatives of several non-governnental organizations, anong
them Amesty International, the Baha'i International Conmunity, the Denocratic
Party of Iranian Kurdistan, the National Council of Resistance of Iran and the
Organi zation for Defending Victins of Violence.

10. During the period nentioned above, the Special Representative al so received
written communi cations fromthe foll ow ng non-governnmental organizations: About
Iran; Amesty International; Article 19, International Centre against

Censorshi p; Association of Iranian Political Prisoners in Exile; Association
pour | a défense des prisonniers politiques et d opinion en Iran; Baha'
International Comunity; Comité iranien contre la répression et le terrorisne

d état; Commttee for Defence of Liberty in Iran; Constitutionalist Mvenent of
Iran; Cross-Connections International; Defenders of Islamin Iran; Denocratic
Party of Iranian Kurdi stan; Denocratic Union of Iranian Wrkers; Dra. Homa

Dar abi Foundation; Foundation for Denobcracy in Iran; Human Ri ghts Watch/ M ddl e

l...
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East; International PEN Witers in Prison Cormittee; Iranian Peopl e Fedai
Querrillas; Ligue iranienne des droits de |I'honmre en exil; National Council of
Resi stance of Iran; Oganisation for Defending Victins of Violence; Oganization
of Iranian People's Fedaian (Majority); Rainbow Anti-racist O ganization;
Supporters of the Iranian Miuslim Nation; and Wrld Organi zati on agai nst Torture.

I11. FREEDOM OF EXPRESSI ON

11. A healthy society is one in which there exists freedom of opinion and
expression and a tol erance of open discussion and dissent. This freedomis
articulated in article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Ri ghts as well
as in article 19 of the International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts.

In effect, the vitality of the society and of the State is pronbted through a
right vested in individuals to dissent fromgovernment policy or popul ar opinion
and to express that dissent openly.

12. In the Islamc Republic of Iran, as the Special Representative has noted
before, there are "islands of liberty", one of which tolerates |lively debate
about many public issues, including the freedomof expression itself. Mbst
recently, according to a foreign news service, there has been a lively debate on
the role of the clergy in Governnment and the limtations on the authority of the
President. There are, however, boundaries to free expression, sonetines
explicit and sonetines inplicit. In the view of the Special Representative, it
can be fairly said that the rights of the press and the media in general, the
filmindustry, authors, publishers and bookstores appear in practice to be
significantly circunscribed. Various neans of official and unofficial contro
exist. Anmong themare the press tribunal, restricted access to newsprint, need
for approval of book and fil m manuscripts, various |licensing systens and

unof ficial strong-armenforcers of their own view of religion and norality.

13. It was less than two years ago that the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on the pronotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression, Abid Hussain, visited the Islamc Republic of Iran and prepared a
report for the Comm ssion on Human R ghts (E/ CN 4/1996/39/Add. 2). The Speci al
Representative has decided to revisit the subject at this time because of recent
devel opnents in the Islamc Republic of Iran. The report of M. Hussain is the
starting point for this discussion, and the Special Representative would
particularly call attention to section Il, Concludi ng observations, and

section |II1, Recomendations, of that report. The latter contains a significant
list of changes that need to be nade by the Government of the Islamc Republic
of Iran in order to nmeet international norms and, in particular, nourish a
culture of free expression. The Special Representative would al so draw
attention to the sections of his own earlier reports on freedom of expression,
nanmely, section VI, Freedomof the media, in E/CN 4/1996/59, and section |V,
Freedom of expression, in E/CN. 4/1997/63. |In appendix Il to the present report,
the Special Representative notes some of what he views to be indicative recent
incidents in the Islamc Republic of Iran that make it clear that the need for
change renmins urgent.

14. Finally, the Special Representative would take particular note of the case
of Faraj Sarkouhi, the chief editor of the nonthly nmagazi ne Adineh. The early

/...
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stages of this matter were noted in the report of the Special Representative to

t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights (E/ CN. 4/1997/63, para. 45). |In June,
M. Sarkouhi was reportedly charged with spying for a foreign country and
attenpting to leave the country illegally. The Special Representative requested

i nformati on and nade representation to the Governnent of the Islam c Republic of
Iran on two occasions (see appendix |). There were international calls that the
trial be held in public, and a question arose as to his freedomto have counse
of his choice. In md-Septenber, it was reported that M. Sarkouhi had been
tried and convicted in canmera of carrying out propaganda against the Islamc
Republic of Iran. The propaganda was apparently the wi dely published |etter
dated 3 January 1997, in which he described his initial arrest and his

m streatnent while in detention. He was sentenced to one year in prison |ess
tine already spent in detention. Hs famly's lawer stated to a foreign wire
service that she had never been permitted to neet with himin jail nor was she
allowed to attend the closed trial

V. LEGAL SUBJECTS
A.  Executions

15. The Special Representative had occasion to report to the Conmm ssion on
Human Rights earlier this year that the nunber of executions in the Islamc
Republic of Iran in 1996 had reportedly at |east doubled over that of 1995
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 63, para. 27). The Special Representative pointed out that his
request for official statistics in that regard had gone unanswered.

16. The Special Representative has now been presented with external reports

i ndi cating that the nunber of publicly announced executions for the period from
January to Septenber 1997 reached 137, a rate of increase that if continued to
the end of the year would likely constitute a further doubling. |In addition
there continue to be troubling reports of disappearances and deat hs under
suspi ci ous circumnst ances.

17. In August 1997 there was a report on lranian radio stating that a new | aw
woul d "increase the seriousness of [drug] trafficking tenfold" and give judicial
authorities "a free hand" to deal with drug traffickers. Public hanging also
appears to be on the increase.

18. The Special Representative wishes to draw attention to resolution 1997/12
adopted by the Conmission on Human Rights on 3 April 1997. In the resolution
the Commi ssion, inter alia:

- Urged all States maintaining the death penalty to conply fully with
their obligations under the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights, notably not to inpose it for any but the nost
serious crimes;

- Called upon all States that still maintained the death penalty to
observe saf eguards guaranteeing the protection of the rights of those
facing the death penalty set out in the annex to Econom c and Soci a
Counci| resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984;
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- Call ed upon all States that had not yet abolished the death penalty
progressively to restrict the nunber of offences for which the death
penal ty m ght be inposed,

- Cal I ed upon States that retained the death penalty to make avail abl e
to the public information with regard to its inposition

19. The Special Representative recalls the concerns about the use of the death
penalty in the Islamc Republic of Iran that he recorded in his report to the
Commi ssion on Human Rights in February 1997 (E/ CN. 4/1997/63, paras. 28 and 29).
Noting the apparent continuing sharp growh in the use of the death penalty, the
Speci al Representative recomrends that the Governnment, as a matter of urgency,
undertake a programe to reverse this trend and, specifically, to conply with
the four provisions of the resolution cited above.

20. Wthout in any way dimnishing the worth of any person executed recently in
the Islamc Republic of Iran, the Special Representative is conpelled to single
out the case of Mohammad Assadi for particular nention. M. Assadi, aged 68,
was a | awyer in Tehran who had been in prison since 1993. He is reported to
have been convicted of participating in a coup d' état plot in 1990 and havi ng
been a freemason and a nenber of the Lions Clubs International. He was
condemmed to death for those acts and executed on 9 August 1997.

21. The Special Representative made urgent representations about the Assadi
case on 9 April 1997 seeking information, and on 20 May 1997 renewed a request
for clemency (see appendix I). No answer was received to either representation
The Speci al Representative deplores the failure of the Governnent of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to respond to his request for full details of the charges
brought agai nst M. Assadi and the conviction entered against him and its
refusal to grant clenency in a case that, according to the information avail abl e
to the Special Representative, may have involved no serious crimnal activity.

B. Apostasy and conversion

22. Apostasy seens to be a termnot in wide currency in the world today. |Its
definition in one English-Ianguage dictionary is "renunciation of a belief or
faith, especially religious". It is unclear to the Special Representative how
many countries regard apostasy as an offence. In the Islamc Republic of Iran
it appears to be used currently in two situations, one to describe the conduct
of the British witer Salman Rushdie and the other as an offence of which
adherents of the Baha'i faith and sonetinmes Christian Protestants are fromtinme
to time charged and sonetinmes convicted. To the Special Representative's

know edge, there are currently three persons - all Baha'is - standing convicted
of apost asy.

23. There woul d appear to be no provision in codified Iranian | aw nmaki ng
apostasy a crinme. The Special Rapporteur on the question of religious

intol erance was told in December 1995 that "under the Cvil Code, conversion was
not a crime and that no one had been punished for converting"

(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 95/ Add. 2, para. 21).
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24. That, however, is not the end of the matter. Article 167 of the Iranian
Constitution authorizes judges, in the absence of applicable law, to apply
"authoritative Islamc sources and authentic fatwa". The head of the Judiciary,
Ayatol |l ah Yazdi, has said this includes a treatise declaring that "a nationa
apostate will be caused to repent and in case of refusing to repent will be
executed". A "national apostate" has reportedly been defined as an infidel who
enbraces Islamas an adult and later returns to infidelity. It is thus clear
that a convert to |Islamwho subsequently reconverts exposes hinself to
prosecution and death, even though apostasy is not a codified offence in the

I sl ami ¢ Republic of Iran.

25. In the case of Zabi hullah Mahram , the January 1996 judgenment in his first
trial by the Revolutionary Court in Yazd found that he was a Baha'i at the age
of maturity, later accepted Islamfor a period of seven years and subsequently
returned to the Baha'i faith. The text of this judgenent is available. On that
basis he was found to be an apostate and was sentenced to death. On appeal, it
was hel d that the Revol utionary Court |acked jurisdiction, and the matter was
sent back to be retried. He was apparently convicted again and sentenced to
deat h, al though the conviction judgement is not avail abl e.

26. Another Baha'i, Miusa Talibi, after several trials and appeal s was sentenced
in Isfahan, on 18 August 1996, to death for apostasy. It was reported in
January 1997 that the Supreme Court of the Islamc Republic of Iran had
confirmed both the Talibi and Mahram death sentences. In February 1997, an
external wire service reported from T Tehran a statenment by the head of the

Revol utionary Court for the province of Tehran that the two men had been

convi cted of espionage and that he had denounced as fal se and fall acious reports
that the nmen were convicted because of their religion. The Specia
Representati ve made urgent representations on behal f of both individuals on

3 February 1997 (see appendix ).

27. A third Baha'i, Ramazan-Ali Zulfaqari, had earlier been condemed to death
for apostasy. He was reportedly later released fromprison, but the apostasy
charge nmay not have been resol ved.

28. The Special Representative considers that the right to change one's
religion is a clearly established international human rights norm as
articulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (article 18), the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (article 18, para. 2), the
Decl aration on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Intolerance and of Discrimnation
Based on Religion or Belief (article 1, para. 2) and in the general conmments on
this subject by the Human Rights Committee (General Comment 22 (forty-eighth
session), para. 5, of 20 July 1993 (HRI/GEN 1/Rev.1)). In his 1996 report on
the Islamc Republic of Iran (E/ CN 4/1996/95/Add. 2/ para. 116), the Specia
Rapporteur on the question of religious intolerance concl uded:

"Li kewi se, with regard to proselytism conversion and apostasy, the
Speci al Rapporteur reaffirms the need to respect internationally recognized
standards in the field of human rights, including freedomto change one's
religion and freedomto nanifest one's religion or belief, either
individually or in community with others and in public or private, barring
necessary restrictions provided for by law "
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29. The Special Representative notes that in the past, senior officials of the
I slami c Republic of Iran have attenpted to distinguish between the act of
private worship, which is pernmtted, and nore public acts such as teaching,
form ng assenblies and working with the admi nistration of the Baha'i community,
whi ch were forbidden on the grounds that those were hostile and conspiratori al
acts that were criminal in nature. Mre recently, as the Special Representative
has recorded, senior officials fromtinme to tinme declare that no one is
convicted in the Islamc Republic of Iran on the grounds of religion, and that
Baha'ismis not a religion but "a web of espionage activities". In the view of
the Special Representative, the publicly knowmn facts in the Mahram and Tali bi
cases do not bear out those assertions.

30. The Special Representative urges the Governnment of the Islamc Republic of
Iran, in recognition of the international human rights normreferred to above,
to recognize fully the rights of the individual as set out in articles 19, 20,
22 and 23 of the Constitution of the Islamc Republic of Iran, to set aside the
convi ctions described above and to take appropriate steps to prevent future
prosecutions for acts of religious conversion, whether or not they be
categori zed as apost asy.

C. Torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or puni shnment

31. The Special Representative is deeply concerned at the continuing reports of
the use of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishment in the Islamc
Republic of Iran, conduct banned by the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
(article 5), the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights

(article 7), and the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment (article 16). This is an area that requires
urgent reformin terms of both | aw and practice in order to neet internationa
human rights norms. 1In the present report the Special Representative wll
address perhaps the nost abhorrent of such practices, that of stoning.

32. The Special Representative notes that article 82 (b) of the Islamc
Crimnal Code provides that adultery by a married wonan shall be punished by
stoning to death. Information reaching the Special Representative suggests that
stoni ng has been occurring fromtine to tine since 1979. Four cases of such
puni shment in the past 18 nonths have cone to the attention of the Speci al
Representati ve:

- An lranian magazine reported in its July 1996 edition that
Shasi n Sol tan-Mbradi and Mohammad-Ali Henmati were stoned to death in
June 1996 in Orum yeh;

- An lranian daily reported on 13 July 1997 that Changi z Rahim, son of
Jaafar, was sentenced to stoning for several offences, including
adul tery;

- An external nmedia source reported on 20 April 1997 that a young wonan
i n Sanandaj, Shahgol Zamani, had been stoned to death that week;
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- An external wire service story from Tehran of 12 August 1997 recounted
a story appearing in a Tehran newspaper about a 20-year-old wonan in
Boukan who had been sentenced to stoning for adultery. The sentence
had been carried out, but the woman had apparently survived the
or deal
33. It may be replied that stoning happens very rarely in the Islam c Republic
of Iran and certainly not in the mgjor cities. The Special Representative
believes that for it to happen at all is unsustainable both |egally and norally.

The fact that it is provided for in the Islamc Crinmnal Code does not nake it a
“lawful sanction" but, in the view of the Special Representative, serves only to
encourage recourse to such punishnent. The Special Representative would note
the nost recent condemation of cruel, inhuman or degradi ng punishment of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, which is resolution 1997/38, adopted on

11 April 1997.

34. In the view of the Special Representative, there is no doubt that stoning
is a cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnment, as discussed in the internationa

i nstruments nentioned above. The Special Representative urges the Governnent of
the Islamc Republic of Iran to renpve article 82 (b) fromthe Islamc¢ Crimnal
Code and to undertake a policy of actively suppressing recourse to such conduct
t hr oughout the country.

V. THE STATUS OF WOMEN

35. The Special Representative has noted in the past, as indeed has his
predecessor, that the system of governance in place in the |Islamc Republic of
Iran, including both its laws and its policies, does not recognize the equality
at law of nmen and wonen, and that it frequently tolerates discrimnation against
wonmen by private groups. Moyreover, sonme senior nmenbers of the governing circles
continue to incite violence in support of discrimnatory conduct agai nst wonen.

36. The Special Representative has also noted that in 1997 there is evidence of
a lively discourse under way in the Islamc Republic of Iran about the role of
wonmen in that society. He has al so noted what he has chosen to characterize as
"straws in the wi nd", which may suggest the prospect of change. Wile he
continues to be optimstic in this regard, little has cone to his attention
since his report to the Human Ri ghts Conm ssion earlier this year

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 63) that woul d support the proposition that sustained progress is
now under way. He notes, for exanple:

- The reports in the Iranian media in January 1997 that hospitals were
to be segregated on the basis of gender

- The |l ong statenent by the Head of Branch 43 of the Martyr Ghoddous
Judicial Affairs Centre, entitled "Citizens conbat against offensive
of the West fromthe viewpoint of the |aw', which appeared in the
Iranian daily Re'salat in three parts in February and March 1997, and
whi ch, anong ot her things, provided for inprisonnent of up to
12 months, fines and flogging up to 74 | ashes for sone offences
relating to the dress code
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- The announcenent carried in a Tehran daily on 28 August 1997 of a new
programme entitled, "Extension of the culture of chastity"”, which
woul d i mpose stricter veiling requirenents.

37. On the other hand, the new President of the Islamc Republic of Iran has
appoi nted a woman as one of eight Vice-Presidents. Several others were reported
to have been candidates for mnisterial appointnents. The Special Rapporteur
has al so noted that the discourse about the role of wonmen continues. For
exanple, a report was carried in a Tehran daily on 25 August 1997 of an
interview with three wonen hol di ng promi nent positions who spoke of wonen being
precluded from deci sion-nmaking in areas affecting them such as education and
nedi ci ne, of wonen's condition as being deprived and oppressed and of the many
obstacl es and barriers bl ocking the advancenent of wonmen according to their
conpetence. An article in a Tehran daily on 5 August 1997 reported the

conpl aints of a nunber of married wonen concerning the unfair treatnent they had
received fromjudicial authorities in the context of matrinonial disputes.

38. The Special Representative urges the Governnment of the Islamc Republic of
Iran to attach high priority to reformng the status of wonen, not only to bring
itself into conpliance with international human rights norms, but also out of
respect for the dignity of the individual

VI. THE FATWA AGAI NST SALMAN RUSHDI E

39. As provided in his mandate, the Special Representative has referred to the
fatwa agai nst Sal man Rushdie in each of his previous reports to the Genera
Assenbly and to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

40. The Special Representative notes that in February 1997 an |rani an
charitable foundation increased its reward to $2.5 mllion for the death of

M. Rushdie. Further, the head of the foundation, who has personal links with
the Governnent, was quoted in the Iranian press as saying that the reward was
now avail able to non-Muslins. The Special Representative would al so note that
the efforts by certain Governments over recent years to reach an acconmpdati on
with the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran on this matter have been
unsuccessful .

41. The Special Representative would once again record his own condemati on of
the threat upon the life of M. Rushdie and state that he shares the view of

t hose who judge the offered reward to be an incitenent to nurder. The Speci al
Representative does not accept the view that in circunstances such as these, the
Governnent can disassociate itself fromthe decisions of an organi zati on such as
the foundati on concerned on the grounds that it is, fornally at |east, a

non- governmental entity.

42. The Special Representative urges the Government of the |slanmc Republic of
Iran to attach a high priority to this issue and to approach its settlement in a
fresh and positive manner.
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VII. THE SITUATION OF THE BAHA' | S

43. The Speci al Representative has continued to receive reports of cases in
whi ch the human rights of Baha'is have been breached and of situations of

di scrimnation and even of persecution against the nmenbers of this religious
comunity, including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detentions, refusal of
entry to universities, confiscation of property and di sm ssal from enpl oynment.

44, According to the information received by the Special Representative (see

appendix I11), two Baha'is were killed in July 1997, and those responsible for
the deaths were enjoying inpunity. Twelve Baha'is continue to be held in
Iranian prisons. |In January 1997 the Suprene Court confirned the death

sent ences inposed for apostasy against two Baha'is, M. Talibi and M. Mhram,
and anot her Baha'i has been charged with the sane of fence (see paras. 25-27
above). Being active in the Baha'i comunity and gathering for Baha'i neetings
are in practice considered offences. Short-termdetention of Baha'is, disregard
of their private ownership of property, eviction fromand confiscation of their
houses and destruction of their holy places continue to be reported.

45. In his previous reports the Special Representative has nmade reference to
the conplaints received regarding the denial of enploynent, pensions and ot her
benefits, access to higher education and civil rights and liberties. The
Speci al Representative reiterates his opinion that the inplenentation of the
reconmendati ons contained in the report submitted to the Conm ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-second session by the Special Rapporteur on the question of
religious intolerance on his visit to the Islamc Republic of Iran

(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 95/ Add. 2) woul d constitute an inportant first step in the

i nprovenent of the situation of Iranian Baha'is.

46. Specifically, the reconmendati ons concer ned:
(a) The urgent revision of the death sentences passed on Baha'is and the
pronmul gati on of ammesties or other appropriate nmeasures to prevent the

enforcenent of the penalties inposed;

(b) The lifting of the ban on the Baha'i organization to enable it to
organi ze itself freely through its adm nistrative institutions;

(c) The end to discrimnation in access to higher education or to
enpl oynent in the Adm nistration

(d) The return of confiscated personal and community property;

(e) The reconstruction of the places of worship destroyed, or at |east,
the establishnment of conpensatory neasures in favour of the Baha'i comunity;

(f) The lifting of restrictions regarding the burial and honouring of the
dead;

(g) The elimnation frompassport application forns of the question on
religion in order to guarantee the freedom of novenent.
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47. The Speci al Representative recommends that the Governnent of the Islamc
Republic of lIran, as a matter of priority, proceed to inplenent the
recomendati ons of the Special Rapporteur summarized above.

ViIl. OTHER | MPORTANT NMATTERS

A. The Islam ¢ Hunman Ri ghts Commi SSi on

48. The Speci al Representative has reported on the establishnent of the Islanic
Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion by the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran and
has referred to its reports about its activities. The Special Representative
had a nmeeting in Geneva in April 1997 with a group of senior Iranian personages,
i ncludi ng several who were menbers of the Comrission. He followed up this
meeting with a letter to the Executive Secretary of the Conmission. In
subsequent comunications to the Permanent M ssion of the Islam c Republic of
Iran to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva, the Special Representative
requested nore specific information about the work of the Conm ssion and
particularly its achievenents in terns of successful interventions in response
to allegations of human rights violations. The Special Representative has not
received direct replies to those requests, but has received copi es of severa
recent publications of the Islamc Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion

49. One of the publications, Appeals (No. 21, February 1997) sets out in sone
20 pages a selection of seven allegations of violations in countries around the
worl d other than the Islamc Republic of Iran that have been brought to the
attention of the Comm ssion. Another publication, A Brief on the One-Year
Qperation of the Islanmc Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion, January 1996-January 1997,
contains a section on the Conm ssion's human rights activities in the Islamc
Republic of Iran. 1In addition to noting certain structural changes within the
Conmmi ssion, the report set out certain statistics, including the foll ow ng:

- Conpl ai nts received: 1,300
- Conpl aints found to have no probative value: 7 per cent
- Conpl aints found after investigation to have no nerit: 14 per cent

- Conpl aints that "required | egal advice and necessary gui dance":
42 per cent

50. The Report goes on to say:

"I'n order to persuade the courts to have due cooperation with the
Commi ssion and to send reports requested, several neetings have been held
with the respective judicial authorities ... It may be noted that in nost
cases the Commi ssion received good cooperation of the courts "
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51. The Report further notes that the Commi ssion

"has had periodic and regular visits to prisons, judicial centres,
executive centres and the police, and has effectively conducted
i nvestigati ons whenever required into an individual conplaint".

52. The Special Representative would note that the President and severa
nenbers of the Islamc Human Rights Conmission itself and its subconmttees are
current or former senior figures or officials in the Governnent. \Wether the
Commi ssion has significant freedomof action remains to be seen. |n that
regard, the Special Representative recomends that the Conm ssion nove quickly
to begin publishing a detail ed description of the types of conplaints it is
receiving, of the interventions it is nmaking and of the success it is having in
reversing the conduct that gives rise to the conplaints.

53. The Special Representative notes the recent statenent of the Comm ssion
Secretary that the Commission will act as a bridge between the people and the
Governnent to realize the objectives of the new President of the Islamc
Republic of Iran. The Special Representative will follow with great interest
the progress being made in that regard.

B. Violence outside the Islamc Republic of Iran

54. In his interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session
(A/51/479 and Add. 1) and in his report to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-third session (E/ CN 4/1997/63), the Special Representative noted a nunber
of incidents of extraterritorial violence against Iranians. Al though the
Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran frequently denied involvenent in any
of those incidents, in sone of the resulting |egal proceedings in foreign courts
a strong connection to that Government was asserted.

55. According to Press Rel ease No. 38/ 97 issued by the Departnment of Justice of
the State of Berlin on 10 April 1997, a Berlin court found four persons guilty
of the assassination on 17 Septenber 1992 of a group of four |eaders of the
Denocratic Party of Kurdistan-lran, headed by Sadegh Sharafkandi, in Berlin's
Mykonos restaurant. The two main suspects in the case, Kazem Darabi, a 38-year-
old who claimed to be an Iranian agent and a forner nenber of the Pasdaran, and
Abbas Rhayel, a Lebanese nenber of Hezbollah, were sentenced to life

i mprisonnent. Another two Lebanese nationals received sentences for conmplicity
of 11 years and of 5 years and 3 nonths, respectively. A fifth suspect was
cleared. According to the press release, the court's oral findings also
included the followi ng statenent: "The evidence has reveal ed the deci si on-
maki ng procedures within the Iranian | eadership which in the final analysis have
led to the liquidation of opposition politicians abroad". According to Gernman
wire reports, an arrest warrant was issued for Ali Fallahian, the fornmer
Information (Intelligence) Mnister, for having played a supervisory role in the
attack.

56. The Governnment of the Islamc Republic of Iran rejected the ruling as
unj ust, biased and influenced by a propaganda canpai gn agai nst the country. It
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stated that the killings were the result of in-fighting within the Kurdish
opposi tion.

57. The Special Representative was provided with a copy of the verdict issued
on 24 January 1997 by the seventh Crimnal Court of Istanbul, Turkey, headed by
Judge lyhan Onal, condemi ng Reza Barzegar Massoum, an lranian citizen born in
O unmiyeh, to 32 years and 6 nonths of inprisonment with hard | abour for his
participation in the preneditated nurder of Zahra Rajabi (al so known as

Maryam Javedan Jokar) and Ali Panah Moradi, two nmenbers of the People's

Mbj ahedin Organi zation of Iran. M. Mssoum was found guilty of using his
acquai ntance with the victins to open the door of their apartnment to the
nmurderers. According to the verdict, the accused stated in his confession that
he had acted under instruction of the Iranian intelligence service, specifically
of the agents Sa'eed Choobtrash (Asghar), Rahi m Afshar (Rassoul), Haj CGhassem
(Zargar - Panah) and Jal al (Mdhsen Kargar-Azad), who planned and conmtted the
nmurders carried out on 20 February 1996 in the Fateh suburb of |stanbul

58. The Special Representative was al so inforned of several attacks agai nst

I rani an Kurdish refugees in the Iragi province of Suleinmania, particularly

agai nst nmenbers of the Denocratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, allegedly

comm tted by persons working for the Iranian Governnent. Such attacks
reportedly took place in early April 1997, 24 June 1997 and 14 and

19 August 1997 and resulted in 85 victinms, including both dead and wounded. On
14 August 1997, Qaleb Alizadeh and Anjad Mowl aii, two nenbers of the Denocratic
Party of Iranian Kurdistan, were nurdered in the centre of Suleimania. A
resident of the city was also killed in the attack, and four other residents
wer e wounded. On 19 August 1997, Saeed Moradi, Ali Zokal eh and Isma'il Namaki
were killed during the arned attack agai nst the bus in which they were

travel ling towards Sul ei mania. N ne other menbers of the Denocratic Party of

I rani an Kurdi stan were wounded. Agents of the Islamc Republic of Iran were
all eged to be responsible for both attacks.

59. According to foreign wire reports, a Bangkok crimnal court had convicted
Hossein Dastgiri, an Iranian citizen, of nurder and of conspiring to set off a
bonmb at the Israeli enbassy in Bangkok in 1994, and had sentenced himto life
i mprisonnent. The Special Representative was informed that the Islamc Human
Ri ghts Conm ssi on was seeking to inmprove his conditions of detention

60. To the Special Representative's know edge, the Berlin verdict is the first
occasion in which a foreign court has clearly attributed responsibility for the
assassi nation of lranian opposition figures abroad. The Special Representative
cannot ignore the finding that persons in the enploy of the Government of the
Islami ¢ Republic of Iran, including in one case very senior nmenbers of the
Governnent, were directly or indirectly involved and were found to be
responsi bl e for those acts. Wile noting the denials of the Government of the
Islami c Republic of Iran, the Special Representative is bound to view the court
decision as a finding of substantial credibility. He condems such acts and
cal I s upon the Governnment to denounce such violence and to forswear direct or
indirect involvenent init.
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C. The situation of certain religious mnorities
61. In previous reports, the Special Representative has referred to the
condition of religious mnorities in the Islamc Republic of Iran. 1In the

present report, the Special Representative wi shes to refer specifically to the
Sunni s, of which there are an estimated 12 to 15 million in the Islam c Republic
of lran. Many of the ethnic mnority groups in the Islamc Republic of Iran are
in whole or in part Sunni Muslins. The great majority of Iranian Kurds,

Bal uchi s and Turkmens are Sunnis. |In general, the Sunnis inhabit the areas
closer to the borders of the Islam c Republic of Iran, although there are
reportedly close to 1 mllion Sunnis in Tehran

62. Sunni activists state that they, along with other religious mnorities, are
deni ed by law or practice access to such governnent positions as cabi net

m ni ster, anbassador, provincial governor, mayor and the like. They allege the
destruction of Sunni schools and npsques and the inprisonment, execution and
assassi nation of Sunni |eaders. There are, in addition, other specific

al | egati ons.

63. While sone of this information may be difficult to corroborate, the Specia
Representative is left with the clear inpression that the right of freedom of
religion is not being respected with regard to the Sunni mnority. |In the

com ng nonths, the Special Representative will be pursuing enquiries with the
Gover nnent about the allegations and | ooks forward to its cooperation in that
regard

D. Denocr acy

64. Presidential elections were held in the Islanm c Republic of Iran on

23 May 1997. A total of 238 individuals had applied for permssion to run in
the election, including 9 wonmen; 4 were ultimately approved by the Guardi an
Council. Iranian and foreign press reports seemto have uniformy characterized
the debate in the final weeks as open and lively. Many described the el ection
as offering a real choice. The w nner, Mhanmad Khatam, was reported to have
received some 21 mllion of the 31 mllion votes cast. There were apparently no
significant conplaints of election irregularities, nor was there any annul nent
of election results as there had been after the 1995 Majiles el ections.

I X, CORRESPONDENCE W TH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
| SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN

65. The correspondence between the Special Representative and the Permanent
Representative of the Islamc Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at
Geneva during the period from February to August 1997 is set out in appendix |
to the present report. It consists in part of requests for information on

i ndi vi dual cases. Also during the period, the Special Representative sent to
the Governnent of the Islamc Republic of Iran either in his own nane or jointly
with special rapporteurs, a nunber of urgent conmmunications referring to

i ndi vi dual cases. The Special Representative appealed to the Irani an Governnent
to ensure that those affected benefited fully fromall the internationally
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recogni zed saf eguards, particularly those provided for in the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts. In sone cases other internationa
instruments were involved, including the safeguards guaranteeing protection of
the rights of those facing the death penalty, adopted by the Econom c and Soci al
Council in its resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984, the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 44/25 of

20 Novenber 1989, and the United Nations Standard M nimum Rul es for the

Adm ni stration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), adopted by the Assenbly
inits resolution 40/33 of 29 Novenber 1985.

66. The Special Representative is concerned at the |low rate of response by the
Governnent of the Islamic Republic of Iran and in sone cases at the unhel pful
answers. He plans to discuss the problemwi th the Iranian authorities in the
context of inproving cooperation

X. CONCLUSI ONS

67. In the present and previous reports to the General Assenbly and to the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, the Special Representative has attenpted to identify
at least sone of the areas in which inprovenent was being made or at least to
note the existence of "straws in the wind" suggesting that inprovenment could be
on the way. He has also attenpted to identify sonme of the areas in which any
sign of inprovement was hard to discern; indeed, backsliding seenmed to be an
accurate description. He has in the present report noted a nunber of the areas
falling into the latter category, in each of which he has made recommendati ons.

68. Perhaps the nost significant devel opnent of the period under review was the
el ection of the new President and the very real prospect that the Islamc
Republic of Iran is nowin a position to nove forward in matters concerning the
freedomand dignity of its citizens. The areas highlighted in the report woul d
be an excell ent agenda for change - change which is |ong overdue. The Specia
Representative is all too aware, however, that the constraints of power often
tenper if not defeat the prom ses of an election. 1In the case of the Islanic
Republic of Iran, the people do not deserve to wait any |longer. The Speci al
Representative will watch devel opnents with great interest.
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APPENDI X |

Correspondence between the Governnment of the Islam c Republic
of Iran and the Special Representative

1. On 24 January 1997 the Special Representative and the Special Rapporteur on
torture transmtted to the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Islam c Republic
of Iran a joint urgent appeal requesting that the right to physical and nental
integrity of Hojjatol eslamval Mislimn Shei kh Mohammad Amin Ghafoori, his wife
and Hojj atol esl amval Mislimn Sayed Hossein Fali be protected. Both nen were
said to be followers of the Gand Ayatol |l ah Shirazi and were arrested on

14 January 1997 in Qom There has been no reply.

2. On 3 February 1997 the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions and the Special Representative sent to the Mnister for
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran a joint urgent appeal on behalf
of Zabi hull ah Mahram and Musa Talibi, who were sentenced to death reportedly on
the basis of their religious beliefs, particularly because of their adherence to
the Baha'i faith. There has been no reply. |In late January 1997 reports were
received that the Supreme Court of the Islamc Republic of Iran had confirmed
their death sentences on charges of apostasy.

3. The Special Representative sent to the Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva, on

11 February 1997, a letter requesting informati on on the situation of Faraj

Sar kouhi, editor of Adineh, a literary nagazine, and his brother Isnmail, who
were arrested on 27 January 1997 in Tehran. It was alleged that their arrests
were in connection with a letter from Faraj Sarkouhi dated 3 January 1997
denouncing his mistreatnent during an earlier detention and with their
signatures on an open letter of 1994 addressed to the President of the Republic
calling for greater freedom of expression. On 7 March 1997, the Pernmanent
Representative replied to the letter of the Special Representative giving

i nformati on provided by the relevant authorities in Tehran (the text of the
letter is provided in appendix V). On 2 July 1997 the Special Rapporteurs on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, on the pronotion and protection
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and on the independence of
judges and | awyers, along with the Special Representative, sent a joint urgent
appeal to the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamc Republic of Iran
requesting a clarification of the circunmstances of the arrest and detention of
M. Sarkouhi and for an assurance that his rights woul d be guaranteed. On

16 July 1997 the Governnent replied with information that M. Sarkouhi had been
arrested on 2 February 1997 on charges of espionage and attenpting to | eave the
country illegally, that he had neither been tried nor convicted and that he
enjoyed and will enjoy all legal rights in conformty with due process of |aw,
including the right to a fair trial and to a defence | awer (the text of the
letter is provided in appendix IV).

4. On 20 February 1997 the Special Representative sent to the Pernmanent
Representative of the Islamc Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at
Geneva a letter requesting information on the arrest in March and April 1996 of



A 52/ 472
Engl i sh
Page 21

32 worren in the eastern and western provinces of Azerbaijan who were said to
remain in detention without being charged or tried. There has been no reply.

5. On 25 February 1997 the Special Representative sent a new letter to the
Per manent Representative of the Islamc Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Ofice at Geneva appealing to the Governnment to ensure that the right to
physical and mental integrity of 13 persons arrested in md-Novermber 1996 in
eastern and western Azerbaijan would be protected. Those arrested were said to
be synpathetic to the Azeri nationalist cause. There has been no reply.

6. The Special Representative sent to the Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva a letter dated
12 March 1997 requesting information on the situati on of Abbas Nava'i-Roshandel
the place of his detention and the basis for his arrest. By a letter dated

20 June 1997, the Permanent Representative advised that the Iranian police had
not found any record of his arrest or detention (the text of the letter is
provided i n appendix V).

7. On 9 April 1997 the Special Representative sent a letter to the Permanent
Representative of the Islamc Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at
Geneva appealing to the Governnent to consider, in the event that all |ega
remedi es had been fully exhausted, granting clenmency to Mohamad Assadi, a

| awyer at the Tehran bar, aged 68, sentenced to death on charges that appeared
to be political. The Special Representative al so requested information as to
the wordi ng of and the exact charges brought against M. Assadi and the
conviction entered against him By a letter dated 20 May 1997, the Specia
Representative reiterated his appeal to the Iranian Governnent to consider
urgently granting clemency to this person and to investigate allegations that
M. Assadi had not received any nedical treatnent during his detention and that
his trial had been unfair. No response was received.

8. On 9 April 1997 the Special Representative requested to be inforned of the
results of the investigation into the death of Ebrahim Zal zadeh, a witer and
journalist, aged 49, whose corpse was found on 29 March 1997 with multiple stab
wounds to the chest. M. Zalzadeh was the editor of the nonthly nmagazine Me'yar
and the director of the publishing house Ebtekar. By a letter dated

14 August 1997, the Pernmanent Representative of the Islamc Republic of Iran to
the United Nations Ofice at Geneva infornmed the Special Representative that the
case was under investigation by the police and the judiciary, and that

M. Zal zadeh's death had been caused by a sharp-pointed object pierced into his
heart (the text of the letter is provided in appendix V).

9. The Speci al Representative sent a letter to the Pernmanent Representative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva on

16 April 1997 requesting information regarding an incident of poisoning of 60

I rani an Kurdi sh refugees in the Bazian canp in lraq, allegedly commtted by
Iranian agents. By a letter dated 5 June 1997, the Permanent Representative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva stated that
hi s Governnment categorically rejected such allegations, adding that since the

al | eged incident had occurred in the territory of Iraqg, it was inpossible to
acquire any information (the text of the letter is provided in appendix IV).
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10. The Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions
and the Special Representative sent, on 14 July 1997, a joint urgent appeal to
the Iranian Mnister for Foreign Affairs requesting the Governnent to ensure the
right to life and physical integrity of Hossein Dow at khah, a 58-year-old

busi nessnan sentenced to death by a Revolutionary Court in Tehran on charges of
swi ndling investors, corruption and enbezzlenent, and to flogging for organizing
"lavish parties" with drugs. H's appeal to the Supreme Court had been rejected.
There has been no reply.
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APPENDI X |
A selection of recent reports illustrating constraints agai nst
freedom of expression in the Islamc Republic of Iran
1. In January 1996 Abbas Maroufi, the editor of the magazi ne Gardoon, was

sentenced to 35 | ashes and 6 nonths' inprisonnment after being convicted of
publishing lies, of insulting the | eader of the Islam c Republic of Iran and of
publ i shing poens deened imoral. M. Maroufi subsequently left the Islamc
Republic of Iran, apparently w thout the sentence being inpl enented.

2. In March 1996 the newspaper Salamwas reported by the Islanm c Republic News
Agency to have been banned for two days because of a story it had published
about a menber of the |leader's office having taken part in the Guardian
Council's session on evaluating eligibility of the candi dates.

3. In May 1996 a Farsi-I| anguage newspaper in London published an interview
with the screenwiter Bahram Beizaie in which he talked of the difficulty in
getting approval for his scripts. While in the past scripts had been rejected
or approved, the response now was nore often no response, or requests for "smal
changes", such as changing a leading role froma female to a male part.

M. Beizaie said that in some cases he had been obliged to deny that a script
was his work so that a filmcould be nade and others could be enpl oyed.

M. Beizai e suggested that for every 60 filnms made in the Islamc Republic of
Iran each year, there were at | east 60 prevented from bei ng nade.

4. In June 1996 a novelist, Houshang Gholshiri, said in an interviewwth a

German newspaper that "we witers today live in fear and terror". He referred
to the attack on the Morgh-e-Am n bookstore in August 1995 and the suspicious

death of Ahmad Mral ai ee.

5. In August 1996 the editor Abbas Maroufi described in a foreign publication
the pressure that witers and editors were placed under. He described his own
experience with a press jury. He noted that no private claimant had accused him
of a private crime but he found hinmself facing private conplaints of his having
commtted public crimes. He noted that of the sonme 600 journals printed in the
Islami ¢ Republic of Iran, fewer than 10 coul d be considered to provide

i ndependent coverage of cultural, social and political issues.

6. In Novenber 1996 Sal amreported that screening permts had been cancell ed
for two filns by Mohsen Makhmal baf, Gabbeh and Bread and Fl ower Pots (the latter
rel eased in English under the title Monent of Innocence). The filnms were said
to have previously received all necessary licenses but then to have becone
"captive to factional dognas"

7. In Novenber 1996 a Farsi-I| anguage newspaper in London reported that

Ali Larijani, head of the radio and tel evision authority, had defended the

tel evision programme "Hoviyat", which had been heavily criticized for its harsh
attacks on Iranian intellectuals. M. Larijani was quoted as saying, "should we
inthe Islamic Republic sit quietly for you to wite whatever you want to? Are
t hese so-call ed sci ence, wi sdom and freedom and scientific discussion? These

/...
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are insults to the whole system Therefore the main argunent is ... on

destruction, destruction of the Islam c Republic and the Islamc State”

8. In Decenber 1996 an exiled witers' association announced the arrest of
Mehdi Parham a well-known witer and translator, and the di sappearance of
Mohanmed Hossei n Tahmasbpour, a well-known Azeri-|anguage poet.

9. In January 1997 a foreign nmedia source reported that the Association of
Iranian Witers in Exile had announced the arrest in Decenber 1996 in Mashad of
the witer and researcher Kalinallah Tavahhadi, who was working on a series of
vol umes on the Kurds.

10. In March 1997 a foreign radio source reported that a cultural quarterly,
Zendeh Roud, was suspended wi t hout expl anation

11. In April 1997 a foreign wire service reported from Tehran that the body had
been found of Abraham Zal Zadeli, the editor of the literary nonthly Me'yar, who
had been arrested by security agents the previous nonth.

12. In April 1997 Salamreported that magazi ne editor Mohammad Sadeq

Javadi Hessar had been banned fromall journalistic work for 10 years after
bei ng convi cted of causing public confusion and provoki ng ant agoni sm bet ween
universities and sem naries. The conviction was to be appeal ed.

13. In May 1997 the Kayhan daily reported that Aftabgardan, a children's
magazi ne, had been fined and banned under articles 22 and 514 of the Islamc
Crimnal Code for an article critical of television coverage of the presidentia
el ecti on canpai gn.

14. In June 1997 a foreign news service published an account by

Houshang CGhol shiri of the humiliating conditions under which the signatories of
the 1994 petition of 134 witers had been interrogated by Iranian security
officials.

15. In July 1997 the Iran daily reported that the press court had found the
publ i sher of the nmonthly Sobh guilty of insulting the Mnister of Posts and
Tel egraphs and had i nposed a fine and a one-nonth suspension

16. In August 1997 a foreign wire service in Tehran reported new rul es
promul gated by the Mnistry of Culture and |slam c Quidance requiring that
I rani an producers intending to sell international screening rights to foreign

distributors submt their contracts for mnisterial approval.

17. In August 1997 a foreign radio service reported that M. Gholshiri had been
prevented fromleaving for Germany to neet with his publishers and transl ators.

18. I n August 1997 the Tehran offices of the nonthly Iran-e Farda were reported
to have been attacked by unidentified individuals. The deputy Mnister for
Culture and |slam c Quidance condemmed the attack
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APPENDI X 11
Information on the situation of the Baha'is
1. The Speci al Representative was infornmed that two Baha'is were killed in

July 1997. Masha'llah Enayait, a 63-year-old Iranian Baha'i, died on
4 July 1997 after being severely beaten while in custody in prison in |Isfahan
He was arrested under circunstances that are not clear during a visit to his

native village of Ardistan to attend a Baha'i neeting. It was reported that on
his death certificate, under the item "cause of death", the doctor had entered
"will be known later”. Another Baha'i, Shahram Reza'i, a conscript in the arny,

was shot in the head on 6 July 1997 by his superior officer on a mlitary base
close to Rasht. The officer concerned, who reportedly was responsible for
weapons training, maintained that the bullets were fired in error and was

rel eased after a few days. It was said that because the dead soldier was a
Baha'i, the court excused the officer from paying the bl ood noney nornally
required in such cases

2. The Special Representative was infornmed that 12 Baha'is continued to be
held in Iranian prisons allegedly because of their beliefs, anbng them

Bi hnam Mt hagi and Kayvan Khal aj abadi, who were visited by the Specia
Representative in Evin prison in February 1996. The Special Representative was
informed that after his visit the Suprenme Court confirmed the death sentences
against them They are reported to have witten to the public prosecutor asking
for the verdict to be rescinded.

3. The death sentences inposed for apostasy agai nst Miusa Talibi and
Zabi hul | ah Mahram were al so confirmed by the Suprenme Court in January 1997
according to the information conveyed orally to their relatives during prison
visits. The Special Representative, together with the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, has sent a joint urgent appea
to the Governnent of the Islamc Republic of Iran concerning those cases.

4. Arman Dami shqi and Kurush Dhabi hi, arrested for m sconduct in early 1996,
were reportedly told that they nust recant their faith in order to be freed.
They refused to recant and were sentenced to eight years' inprisonment. It was
further stated that Muslinms who were arrested along with themfor the same

of fence were | ater rel eased.

5. The Special Representative was infornmed that two Baha'is who were serving a
t hree-year sentence, Mansur Haddadam and Kanyar Ruhi, had been convicted of
being active in the Baha'i community, of gathering for Baha'i neetings in a
private house and of working against the security of the country by organizing a
Baha'i children's art exhibition

6. O her Baha'is who are being held in Iranian prisons are Jamal Hajipur and
Mansur M hrabkhani, arrested on 19 May 1997 in Bujnurd, Nasir lgani, arrested in
August 1997 in Simman, and Hushang Mazl umi an, arrested in August 1997 in Aliabad
CGor gan
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7. The practices of arresting Baha'is and detaining themfor short periods and
of summoning Baha'is to Mnistry of Intelligence agencies on various pretexts
were al so denounced. It was said that during the past three years, nearly 200

Baha'is were arrested and detained for periods ranging fromtwo days to six
nont hs.

8. The Special Representative was infornmed that a Baha'i holy place in
O um yeh was denolished in Decenber 1996 in order to construct a new buil di ng.
This property belonged to a Baha'i organization, all of whose properties had

been confiscated. It was in the possession of the Revol utionary Guards.
9. The Special Representative was also informed that the private ownership of
property by Baha'is continued to be generally disregarded. It denounced the

recent attack on two houses owned by Baha'is, who were evicted and had their
furniture and bel ongings put out on the street. Actions to confiscate the
property of 10 other families were also reported. In addition, it was alleged
that the majority of Baha'is in the city of Yazd were prohibited from conducting
any busi ness transacti ons.
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APPENDI X |V

Letters received fromthe Pernanent Representative of the |Islamc
Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva

1. Pursuant to several requests for information fromthe Specia
Represent ati ve concerni ng individual cases, the Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at CGeneva sent the
following letters to the Special Representative.

2. On 27 February 1997, the Pernmanent Representative sent a letter to the
Speci al Representative that read as foll ows:

"The Leader of the Islamc Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khanenei,
on the occasion of the Eid Al-Fitr and the anniversary of the Islanmc
Revol ution, pardoned 782 prisoners, sentenced by the public, revolutionary
and mlitary courts ..."

3. In response to a letter fromthe Special Representative dated

11 February 1997 concerning the arrest of Faraj Sarkouhi, the Pernanent
Representative, by a letter dated 7 March 1997, inforned the Speci al
Representative of the foll ow ng:

"M . Faraj Sarkouhi, acconpanied by his brother Ismail, was arrested
on 2 February 1997 while attenpting to | eave the country illegally.

"M. Ismail Sarkouhi was rel eased i nmediately.

"M . Faraj Sarkouhi had been encouraged by foreign agents to wite the
letter which he sent abroad. The letter's contents are groundl ess.

"At present, the investigation is going on and he is in a detention
house with all convenient neans of life at his disposal

“I'n detention, he has called his wife and children who live in Germany
and his other relatives in Shiraz.

"Soon, a court will exam ne publicly his charges."

4. By a letter dated 16 July 1997, the Permanent Representative replied to a
joint urgent appeal of the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, sumrary or
arbitrary executions, on the pronotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opi ni on and expression and on the independence of judges and | awers and of the
Speci al Representative, dated 2 July 1997, concerning M. Sarkouhi, as follows:

"Wth reference to your joint appeal dated 2 July 1997, | would Iike
to draw your attention to the following information received fromthe
authorities in Tehran:
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(a) As he had stated in an interview, M. Faraj Sarkouhi left Tehran
for Germany in Novenber 1996. Therefore, any allegations about his
detention in this period is basel ess;

(b) He had been arrested on 2 February 1997 on charges of espi onage
and attenpting to |l eave the country illegally;

(c) He has been neither tried nor convicted. Therefore, any
allegation in this respect is categorically denied;

(d) He enjoys and will enjoy all legal rights in conformty with the
due process of law, including the right to a fair trial and the right to a
def ence | awyer."

5. On 5 June 1997, the Pernmanent Representative replied to a letter fromthe
Speci al Representative dated 16 April 1997 concerning the all eged poisoning with
thal lium of 60 Iranian Kurdish refugees in the Bazian canp in Iraqg, reportedly
carried out by Iranian agents. The letter read as foll ows:

"Wth reference to your letter dated 16 April 1997, | would like to
provide you with the foll ow ng communi cation received fromthe rel evant
authorities in Tehran:

'The Governnent of the Islam c Republic of Iran categorically
rejects such allegations. Since the alleged incident has occurred in
the territory of Irag, it was inpossible to acquire any information.""

6. The Permanent Representative, by nmeans of a letter dated 20 June 1997,
replied to a letter fromthe Special Representative dated 12 March 1997
concerning the unrecogni zed arrest of Abbas Nava'i-Roshandel. The letter read

as foll ows:

"Referring to your letter dated 12 March 1997, | would like to provide
you with the following information received fromthe rel evant authorities
from Tehr an:

"The Police in their investigations have not found any record on
the arrest or detention of Abbas Nava'i-Roshandel. However, provision
of further information such as his father's name and date and pl ace of
detention would facilitate the investigation."'"

7. In response to a letter fromthe Special Representative dated 9 April 1997
concerning the death under suspicious circunstances of Ebrahi m Zal zadeh, the
Per manent Representative, by a letter dated 14 August 1997, inforned the Specia
Representative of the foll ow ng:

"Wth reference to your letter dated 9 April 1997, | would like to
draw your attention to the following information received fromthe rel evant
authorities:

"Death Certificate No. 10/5/1262, dated 14/02/79 (4 May 1997)
i ssued by the Forensic Department states that a sharp-pointed object
has pi erced M. Ebrahi m Zal zadeh's heart and has caused his death.
The case is under investigation by the Police and the Judiciary."'"



