
THE UN ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAN
This summary visualizes key facts and findings presented in separate reports on human rights in Iran 
produced by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and UN Special Rapporteur on Iran Ahmed Shaheed 
in September and October of 2015 along with relevant information from other UN reports.
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Fatemeh Salbehi
Iranian authorities executed Fatemeh Salbehi on 13 October 2015 for a crime she allegedly committed at the 
age of 17.  Salbehi was convicted of the homicide of her husband, whom she had reportedly been forced to 
marry when she was just 16 years old. Several UN Special Rapporteurs decried the juvenile execution and 
the lack of judicial leniency, citing concerns that Salbehi experienced domestic abuse. 

Iranians who attempt to exercise their rights to 
free expression, association or belief routinely 
face censorship, arrest and detention, torture 
and ill treatment, and persecution of various 
forms. Human rights defenders, religious 
minorities, journalists, ethnic minority activists, 
political dissidents, labor leaders, and students 
are among those at risk.
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Daily Newspaper Banned | Jan 17: Mardom-e Emrooz, was closed a�er its cover page featured a US 
actor, George Clooney, and the phrase “Je Suis Charlie”, referring to the Charlie Hebdo attacks.

Media Ban On Mentioning Khatami Announced | Feb 16: The Judiciary’s First Deputy confirmed an 
extrajudicial media ban on any mention of former reformist President Mohammad Khatami.

Human Rights Defender Arrested to Serve Remainder of Sentence | May 5: Narges Mohammadi 
was arrested to serve out the remainder of a 2012 six-year prison sentence she received for her 
human rights work.

11 Baha’i-Owned Businesses Closed Down | May 24: The businesses were reportedly shut down by 
the city government of Sari for being closed on a Baha’i holy day.

Cartoonist Sentenced to 12 Years in Prison | May 30:  Activist Atena Farghdani was sentenced for 
working with families of Green Movement protesters killed in detention and for satirical cartoons she drew 
of Iranian o�icials and posted to Facebook.

74 Lashes for Religious Minority Rights Activist | Jun 7: Abbas Salehian, a member of the Sufi 
Muslim Nematollahi Gonabadi community, was sentenced to 74 lashes for advocating for his 
religious beliefs.

Farghdani’s Lawyer Arrested for Shaking Her Hand | Jun 15: Atena Farghdani’s lawyer was reportedly 
arrested a�er shaking her hand while meeting with her in prison.

Teachers’ Union Board Member Arrested | Jun 28: Esmail Abdi was sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment four years ago.

5 Year Prison Term for Child Rights Activist | Sept 24: In November 2014 child rights activist Mr. Saeed 
Shirzad reportedly refused to attend court sessions until he was allowed access to a lawyer. His five-year 
sentence was handed down in September 2015.
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International human rights law prohibits 
executions for drug-related o�enses. Drug-related 
o�enses are not considered to be among “the 
most serious crimes” for which the death penalty 
is permitted, a�er other conditions are met, to be 
used under the ICCPR.
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Five seats in Parliament are reserved for recognized 
religious minorities: Zoroastrians, Jews, Assyrian 
Christians, and Armenian Christians, who receive two 
seats. Religious minorities can only run for these 
designated seats.

Parliamentary candidates must first be vetted by the 
Guardian Council and must be “blessed with vision, 
hearing, and speaking [capabilities and must have a] 
believe and practical commitment to Islam and the 
sacred State of the Islamic Republic of Iran”.
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candidates

MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT

MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT

2004 2008 2012

ELECTED CANDIDATES
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 PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS AND LEGISLATIVE PROCESS WOMEN IN PARLIAMENT

SUPREME LEADER

GUARDIAN COUNCIL

HEAD OF JUDICIARY

ELECTORATEGC APPROVED
CANDIDATES

GC vets candidates on 
ideological, political, 

and religious grounds

If GC rejects the law, they can change 
the text and send it back for the MPs 
to vote on again

The GC approves 
the election results

12 members become the 
Guardian Council
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Year

REPRESENTATION OF RELIGIOUS 
MINORITIES IN PARLIAMENT

QUALIFICATION CRITERIA 
VIOLATES THE ICCPR

The Islamic Republic of Iran has no specific law criminalizing domestic violence. Marital rape is not prohibited and 
article 630 of Iran’s Penal Code allows a husband to kill his wife if she’s caught committing adultery. Women who seek 
a divorce on the grounds of domestic violence must first prove the abuse was ‘intolerable’. 

ALMOST 7 OF 10 WOMEN HAVE EXPERIENCED DOMESTIC ABUSE 

14.1% OF PREGNANT WOMEN SUBJECT TO VIOLENCE FROM THEIR PARTNER

 The Islamic Republic of Iran remains in the bottom 5th percentile of 142 countries in overall equality for women 
according to the World Economic Forum Gender Gap Index.

Women’s full and equal enjoyment of human rights were raised in 59 of the 299 recommendations during the 2014 
UPR cycle and constituted the single-most frequently raised issue of concern during the review.

Women now occupy only 3 percent of the 
seats in the parliament, and 3.4 percent of 
the seats in city and village councils across 
the country.

Iran ranked 135th of the 142 assessed 
countries worldwide for women’s political 
empowerment in 2014.

Despite achieving a top ranking for women's access 
to health and education among countries within its 
own income group, Iran ranks last in terms of 
economic participation and political empowerment 
for women".  

In a trend that has remained stable for the past 5 
years, women’s unemployment is double that of 
men and their economic participation half.”

# OF WOMEN REGISTERED 
AS CANDIDATES

WOMEN IN SOCIETY AND THE ECONOMY

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Economy Education Health Politics

Max-min range of income group
Income group average

Iran Score
Women Men

UNEMPLOYMENT
Total of 28%

ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION
Total of 75%
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